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from the board

A lot has happened since our
last newsletter.

Birdie, a cat who had been
waiting for a forever home
for a long time, was adopted
this spring.

Also, during this time long-
time HELP dog coordinator
RuthAnn Pineda stepped down
from her post. She will continue
fostering as much as her health
allows. She is a person with a
wealth of information that she
is willing to share with foster
parents and forever families.

This issue is dedicated to foster
homes and how H.E.L.P. is
always looking for families
willing to help these wonderful
animals find a forever home.

If the number of foster homes
increases, we will be able to get
more animals under our wing.

Visit our web site for updates
on dogs and cats available for
adoption and on our
fundraising efforts.

forever homes corner
Myrtle, Monroe and Betsy

Myrtle, a Basset mix, has found her
perfect dream home with her new owner
John. Thank you, John, for giving her a
new home!

This is Monroe with his new best
friend, exploring their new home
together.Thanks for adopting Monroe, a
gorgeous Aussie mix.

Letter from a foster mom:
“My family had Betsy as a foster for

many months and we loved her. My
daughter and my niece both agreed that
she was their favorite foster we have
had. We loved her and thought she was
going to be fine with a little extra work.

Not all dogs are the same or just easy
and sometimes those are the ones you
bond with the most. She was not a bad
dog by any means but just needed a
little more effort to train her to feel
comfortable to greet other dogs. She

thank you to a foster mom like no other
HELP wants to say thank you to

a long timer, Ruth Ann.
She has been involved with

HELP almost from the beginning.
Ruth Ann has taken in every kind
of animal, nursed babies, and
helped the ones that no one had
wanted. When she was always full
to the brim with animals and a cry
for help came, she always had
room to fit in just one more. As
she said to one forever family, “I
get the blessed ones and the sick
ones.” All the animals who have
been under her care have been
blessed indeed!

Anyone that has come in
contact with Ruth Ann knows

what a genuine heart she has. Any
questions you ever had, or people
needing help with animals she was
always there for you. This year Ruth
Ann has stepped down from her
coordinating duties to focus on her
health. She will still foster a few as
her health will allow. We do have a
new team of dog coordinators in
place and Ruth Ann has helped
answer any questions and guide
them during the transition period.

Ruth Ann, from the bottom of our
hearts we thank you for all you
have done and continue to do to
help these babies that don’t have
homes, you are loved and so
appreciated!! 

Ruth Ann Pineda with Buffy, one of her many
fosters. Buffy’s forever family now considers
Ruth Ann as one of their own.

Top:
Monroe;

top
right:
Betsy;
right:
Myrtle

wasn’t mean, it’s just that she didn’t
know how to greet.

We reached out to Woof Beach in
Batavia to help us out. Sometimes it is
hard for the foster homes to do it all,
especially when you have kids, work and
other dogs. Thank you, Woof Beach, for
helping us out and for continually helping
the new family that has adopted Betsy!

I am so happy that another family has
seen how special Betsy is.”

FOR CONTRIBUTIONS
* Send your check to: H.E.L.P. ,

P.O. Box 972,
St. Charles, IL 60174
* Visit our Web site

www.helpinganimals.org
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foster parents, lifesavers
When you are involved in rescue, you can’t

help but hear some sad stories. This is Bella’s
story. She is one of the lucky ones because
she will have a happy ending!

She was living with her owners in a hotel
room. The police were called due to noise
and commotion in the room. When they
arrived, they found drugs and drug
paraphernalia in the room. Her owners were
arrested and sent to prison.

When the police searched the hotel room,
they opened the bathroom door to find Bella.
She was lying in the mist of broken bottles!
Bella was also in the process of delivering
her pups!

The man was upset that she was having

By Alison, a foster mom

Saturday April 8th- the day when 4
shepherd mix puppies arrived.  There
was one female and three males.  They
were all mostly black with a little white
on their chests or paws.  Besides being
the one female, they were difficult to
tell apart.

As their foster mom, my one goal
was to give them the care they
needed until they were ready for
adoption . I tried doing this WITHOUT
getting too attached, which is a lot
harder said than done.

Once I was able to start differentiating
between them based on their
personalities, the names followed.

First the female.  Since she was the
only girl, she was so sassy.  Whenever
her brothers picked on her she would
stand up for herself and fight back,
but then she would walk up to me and
want to cuddle.  I chose the name Betty
because it was a cute but strong and
sassy name.  Perfect for her.

Next was Tweety.  He was always
very nervous and scared, but was
slowly becoming more confident. So,
of course, I had to name him Tweety.

Frank was next. This gentle giant
was noticeable larger than the rest
and would just plow through them
all unintentionally.  His name became
Frank the Tank.

The last male was shy and sweet
until he found this tiny soccer ball
toy.  He loved that toy and carried

pups, so he had been throwing glass bottles
at her! Later it was discovered that she had
also suffered broken ribs from being kicked!!

Bella went to a foster home and received
the love and care she deserved.

Despite her mistreatment, she remains a
sweet, loving, trusting girl! To know her is to
love her. She loves all dogs, all people and
even cats! HELP has been happy to help her
find her forever family.

We may not be able to save all the dogs in
the world. But in Bella’s case, by rescuing her
we have given her the world!

Please consider fostering. The more fosters
we have , the more we can help... and give
them the world!!

it around everywhere so I named
him Bale.

Everything was great and so fun
until 5 days later. I woke up that
morning and they were all lethargic
and not eating.  We tested their stool
and they were diagnosed with coccida
and parvo.  Once that parvo test
came up positive, Becky, Carrie, and
others from HELP were calling
hospitals everywhere trying to find
a place for these puppies.

Finally, two of the puppies went to
Oswego Animal Hospital and the

other two went to Gateway Animal
Hospital during the day and E.V.S
overnight.  That’s when their battle
began.  The fear and worry I felt for
them when I would come and visit
was almost unbearable.

Easter Sunday came and I received
a phone call telling me that Bale had
passed away.  All I could think about
was how unfair their lives were.  Their
lives should not be this hard so early.

I was so grateful for HELP and how
they wouldn’t turn down a single
treatment.  They would provide them
with whatever they needed to fight
for their lives. They never gave up
on them.

The next evening came and Tweety
had passed away.  I was so
heartbroken and was starting to
believe that none of them would be
coming home.

It was discussed about when
enough was enough.The last thing
we wanted was for the remaining two
puppies to be suffering.  The doctor
didn’t believe we were there yet.

By the end of the week, I received
the good news phone call—Betty was
coming home!  Frank still wasn’t
eating yet and had to stay but it was
looking good for him too. Two days
later, Frank came home! I was so
proud of them for fighting so hard.

Now it’s a few weeks later and they
are back to being normal fun and
loving puppies, enjoying their forever
family as they were recently adopted!

Betty and frank

Meet our Southern Belle, Bella
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Pepper Ann is still dreaming of having fun in a for-
ever home.

This girl came to HELP abandoned in the middle of
winter, suffering frostbite to her ears. But she has a
sweet and loving nature, gets along with other cats
and dogs and will
make some family
very lucky.

You can see Pep-
per Ann up close
and personal at the
Geneva PetSmart
during HELP adop-
tion hours:

Sunday:
1:30 to 3:30pm
Tues & Thurs:

6 to 8pm
Saturday:

noon to 2pm

available for adoption

Obviously these little ones are not ready yet, but
check our face book page for updates !

Because of all these babies we can use donations
of purina one dry puppy food and purina  one canned
food ( moms eat puppy food for the extra nutrition!)
and puppy pads !

Pepper Ann Help has puppies !

Volunteers needed once or twice a
month, early Saturday morning,
to meet transport and pick up

dogs or puppies.
SUV type vehicle needed. Transport
usually arrives at about 7:30 a.m.,
in either Schaumburg or Deerfield.
 Fill out an application on web site
or call Pat for more details (630)

845-8239.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

There are so many dogs and
puppies needing our help. Consider
becoming a foster home!

We supply the dogs (and food, vet
care, etc) and you supply the love!

This is one of our fosters, along
with lovable momma Izzy ( dog ) and
her little pup Lulu.

Fill out a online application and we
will contact you with more details!

•Dry and canned dog food: Purina Pro Plan,
Purina ONE, and Iams
•Dry and canned cat food: Purina ONE
•Friskies canned cat food
•Nylon leashes and dog collars
•Milk Bones, rawhide chips
•Puppy pads
•Dog and cat toys
•Cat Litter: Scoopable and clay
•Receiving blankets for orphaned kittens
•Cardboard scratchers or scratching posts
•Cat condos

Items may be dropped off at one of
these locations:

Gateway Veterinary Clinic
3225 W. Main St.
St. Charles, IL 60175
(630) 377-6660

St. Charles Veterinary Clinic
530 Dunham Road
St. Charles, IL 60174
(630) 584-7404

The Water Bowl
321 Stevens St. Suite Y
Geneva, IL 60134
(630) 232-9193

OUR WISH LIST

FOSTER PARENTS
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PETSMART VOLUNTEER TEAM

Although HELP does not have an official
TNR Program, we openly support TNR
efforts by donating cat food and supplies
to designated fosters who feed or
manage small feral cat colonies.

Our  purpose is to help the cats that
are lost or wandering around outside
looking for food and safety. Sometimes
they are born into that situation, and other
times they are forced into that situation.

When a feral cat first gets rescued,
they need: vet care, medications, flea
and parasite treatments, and that’s just
the beginning. Time to heal emotionally
and physically are also part of the
transition from the street to their new
home, where they’ll be released.

All cats brought into the HELP
organization are fully vetted before
being re-homed.

Don’t forget , we need
more cat and kitten

fosters too !
Kitten season is just

starting !

The more fosters we
have the more we can

help .
Fill out form on web

site if interested
and join our team !

NEWS FROM THE H.E.L.P. FRONT

H E L P  f o r  F e r a l  &  S t r e e t  C a t s
Many times when a cat is accepted into

the HELP foster program, we know very
little about it’s personality or
temperament.

While being fostered, if a cat has
proven itself to be unadoptable (unable
to live in a residential home), a different
kind of home is found for the cat that
best suites it’s circumstances, whether
it be a farm, garage or other safe shelter.
These “other homes” provide warm
shelter, food and water.

Flip the coin and occasionally, a friendly
cat will  show up in a feral cat
environment, and if determined to be
adoptable, HELP welcomes the kitty into
their adoption program.

It takes a lot of hard work and time to
find feral cat caretakers, and when their
limit of cats is reached, new places need

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

 HELP has a wonderful group of nine
volunteers that care for our adoptable
cats in residence at the Geneva
PetSmart. Our organization houses
adoptable cats and kittens at PetSmart
to give them the best chance of finding
their forever homes!

As you can imagine, the transition from
foster home to living in a cage at a busy
and bustling store is stressful for any cat.
HELP counts on its incredible volunteers
to help ease this transition.

Our caretakers come to PetSmart in
morning and evening shifts to clean
cages, scoop litter boxes, freshen water
and food, and more importantly to give
love, attention and playtime to the cats.

The caretakers get to know these cats
extremely well and love them as if they
were their own. They diligently monitor
the cats for any signs of illness or
difficulty transitioning at the store. When

the cages are full and kitten season is
upon us, there may be up to 15 kitties
under our care.

Keeping all those kitties’ cages clean
is a messy and physical job, our
volunteers never bat an eye!

Not only do they maintain clean and
comfortable quarters for our kitties, they
give them the love, attention and
socialization that is so critical to reducing
their stress and keeping them happy
and comfortable until their forever
families find them!

We would like to extend a HUGE thank
you to our entire PetSmart Volunteer
team!

Interested in becoming a cleaner/
caretaker volunteer for HELP?? We have
open shifts available and welcome
applications on our HELP website. Must
be over 18 and have significant
experience with cats. We look forward
to hearing from you!!

How does it work?
Amazon donates 0.5% of the

price of your eligible purchases
to Homes For Endangered and

Amazon Smile: Another great way to help homes for endangered and lost pets

Lost Pets when you shop at
smile.amazon.com.

(You can select a different
charitable organization after

signing in.)
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon

you know with the added benefit of
supporting charitable organizations.

to be found. Please contact HELP if you
or someone you know would be
interested in providing a home to some
of their future feral cats.
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HELP Contributions
Thank you to those
of you who have
made contributions
since our last
newsletter.
CATNIP LEVEL DONORS
(up to $49)
Maureen Alsip
Aon Foundation
Beth Bacos
Kathryn Baker, thank you for all your help
with Henry
Julie Bargiel
Laura Barna
Robin Brewer
Maureen and William Burke Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Stan Carpenter, in honor of
Lucy and Emma
Kathy Catalano
Denise Dilla
Mark and Doris Fowler, donation from
Petsmart
Ann Grathoff
Stephen and Sharon Gulden
Kathleen Haben
Evelyn Hanson
William and Susan Havel
Karen and Dennis Hayes
Kristine Heykoop
Anne Hoey, in memory of Casey
iGive
Stephen Jenkins
Randy and Erika Johnson
K & L Kaupa
John Kawa
Mark Keup, for Daisy
Kelly Killion
Robert and Monika Klasing
Marilee Schultz, Marianne and Leroy Krebs
Irene Kuusisto
Jane Lawrence
CS Lockwood
Loretta Turek, Tanglewwood Kennels LLC
William and Debra Lynch
Bron Madrigan, Lt. Col. USMC
Margaret Maxwell
Leigh Faulkner and Verna Metz
Dale Wegner and Marina Mueller
Bernandine Murphy
Lynne Goddard and June Nicholas
Leah Supple and Marilyn O’Connor, from
Elliot
Celia Paul, in name of Devorah Branshaw
Sheila Peters
Petfinder Foundation
Richard and Judith Raddatz
Debra Reinking
Dawn and Bradley Sauer
Mary Schalow

Prue Schroeder
Robert and Dorothy Shive
Diane Simpson
Raven Smith
Gail Thiede
Robert and Katherine Thomson
James and E. Lynn Torok
Patricia Ward
Charles and Jane Ward
Thomas Watson
Rosemary Martinez and Rosanne Weaver
Mark Werthmann
Connie Worley
Jackie Zolna

KONG LEVEL DONORS
(up to $99)
Antonette Bagaline
Donna Bauer, in honor of Sue Bronston’s
7th birthday
Bev and Ron Bennett
Emmie Lou Boston
David and Diane Bradfield
L.H. and Susan Bronston
Lavinia Brown
Kathy Catalano
Andrew Deason
Kathy Dewberry
Gina Malvestuto and Erik Diekman, in
honor of Blakie
Rene Donaldson, in lieu of a Christmas
gift for Barb Perington
David and Sahron Dye
Barbara Essick
Marie Frohnauer
Marc and Ann Gaines
James Gehringer
Melissa Giovacchini
David and Jacklyn Gleser
Mary Ann Gochenaur, in honor of  Wendy
Gochenaur
Bonnie Greer
David and Virginia Harmon
Alice Hawkins
Mary and Charles Hellman
Thomas and Anne Johnson
Jane Johnson
Linda Dalke and Sheryl Jordan
Carol Kampf, in memory of Callie
June and David Kissesr
Lucia Goodwin School
Theodor and Jacqueline Maxeiner
Rosemary McConnaughay
Brent Mitchell
Jeffry and Linda Moe
Tom and Susan Moser
Carl Oostman
Lavon Pyle, for Fuzz and Otis
Elizabeth Reichert
Amy Reinert
James and Carole Ridder
Valerie Schnidt, on behalf of Charlie Bosak
for her 7th birthday
Joe and Diane Saga

Beth Snyder
Carolyn Staley
Diane Stebbins
Henry and Trina Thomas
J.F. and N.M. Trefilek
Denise Wilcox
Jody and David Ziegler
Woof Beach Giving Tree
Your Cause Employee Giving Program
Jody and David Ziegler

TURKEY & GIBLETS LEVEL
DONORS  (up to $249)
Advantage Solutions
Margret Ahrens
Kris Bennett
Julie and Kenneth Bromann
Stacey Bronston, for Sue Bronston’s
birthday
Jane Moore, Northeast Missouri K9 Service,
sponsorship for Sammy
Marjorie Clark
Steph Co
Kathleen Cobo, from the Geneva Public
Library Staff charity bake-off
Kathleen Dearmas
Fred Dugena
Dennis Duszak, in honor of Enzo
William Elbert, Spayghetti Dinner donation
Scott and Karyn Ellenberger
Dennis and Mary Ann Erford
Richard and Janice Fujii
Michael and Judith Girten
Mark Schmitz and Nancy Grossman
Julie Hagel
Kathy and Kai Hansen Jr.
Deborah Hedera
Robert and Marcia Hendricks
Victoria Hollister
Maia Hopper
Eilene Jensen, donated gift card and cash
to purchase dog beds
David Johnson
Kevin and Linda Kane
Fredrick and Grace Kelly
Virginia Kovach
Harlo Krieger, for Boo
Carol LaFleur
Eric and Claudia Manos
Ray Mattera, to help Athena, a special
needs cat
Mark McCullough
Kimberly McMahon
Judy Miller
Jorge Morfin
Jessica Murabito, in honor of my 2 kitties
that HELP rescued
Martha Poe
Vivian Rhodes
Tom Rohr
Thomas and Sandra Rohrbacher, for Owen
Carol Ruff
Don and Beverly Russell
B. Merle Schultz
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Joseph and Ann Sherrick
Elizabeth Shubeck
Lee Stough
George and Sharon Strecker
Catherine Taylor, in honor of Ericka
Ruckh who fostered her dog Mattie, to
help her foster dog with training.
Dianne Thrun Means
Beverly Tierney
Tri-Com Central Dispatch, in name of
Officer Jason Kloese (Batavia Police
Department)
Sheila Verschoore
Lawrence and Catherine Weir
Dean and Taye Wiegel
Nancy Witzigreuter
Tracy Wolorford
Your Cause Employee Giving Program,
Steve Kulis
Elizabeth Strong and Robert Zelinka,
for Rex

BACON LEVEL DONORS
(up to $499)
Allstate Giving Campaign
Batavia Popcorn Stand
Tom and Jim Cims
Lidia Vitello and James Erman
Bruce and Sharon Greiner
Michael and Helen Hogan
Ryan Kellermann
Denise and James Kennedy
Linda and Ronald Koenig
Erin Kowalewski
Donald and Lois Porzio
Celia Rzeppa-Bumbar
Nancy Stogsdill
Jim and Cynthia Van De Veire

PRIME RIB AT THE DINNER
TABLE ($500 and up)
Anonymous
Brad and Carol Dopke
John and Beverly Kawa
Janice Kramer
Carol Kubicki
The Benevity Community Impact Fund,
Rita Troostad Employer Match
Wet Nose, Inc. Lilly’s Tree donation

Donations allow us to follow our passion
of saving animals. Although we do our
best to track every donation, once in a
while, one is overlooked. It saddens us

when something so important isn’t given
the recognition it deserves.  If you have
made a donation before June 2, 2017

and weren’t acknowledged in a
newsletter, please email

contacthelp1982@yahoo.com

special donations
Tamara Connelly, donated Kong

squeak toys, crinkle balls and feather
toys via Amazon.
 Charlie Bosak, had a birthday

party and asked for donations instead
of gifts. He received dog and cat items.
Valerie Schnidt, on behalf of the

7th birthday celebration of Charlie Bosak.
 HELP alumn Buffy Mendoza

Jacobo, donated food and puppy pads.
Woof Beach giving tree: donation

by Watson McCulloch, Tracy Wolford,
Scout Callahan, Meghan Griffin, the
Dazzo’s , Collen Jage, Bobo Shay, the
Cobo Family.
Catherine Taylor, in honor of Ericka

Ruckh, who fostered her dog Mattie. This
is to help her foster dog with training.
Lois Smith sent coupons.
Advantage Solutions employee

fundraiser. Foods, treats, towels, toys,

laundry detergent, beds, assorted
supplies and cash.
AllState Giving Campaign: Shea

Finnegan and Brian Lee Wolford.
The Batavia Popcorn Stand had a

donation jar for HELP, last year had a
fundraiser event and donated half of the
proceeds to us. This year Jack and Jessie
are going to do another fundraiser in July.
Look for us periodically at the stand with
t-shirts, maybe a adoptable dog or two,
and enjoy some of the yummy
homemade popcorn.
Tom and Jim Cims set up a

donation jar for HELP at Fitzgerald’s
Music Fest.
Kim Young at www. Health4your

pet.com donated puppy food and treat
samplers for Bella’s pups.
 Special thanks to Dr. Todd

Faraone.

HELP Contributions

A l
-Robert Fury

Bel la
- Donna Smith and Mark
Montalbano

Bella Mei Mroz
-Denise Mroz

Ca l l ie
-Carol Kampf

Cas ey
-Anne Hoey

Con Phalen, God Bless.
-Jacqueline Phalen, Ricki
Gilbert

Corky, Jasmine and
Mocha
-Marla Harris

Danny and Shawn
-Clifford and Gloria Sisko

Ginger and Abby
-Marilyn Crutchett

Judy Graham
-Robert and Susan
Hamilton, Kathryn Keller,
Mary Ann Carlson Morgan

Kelsie (HELP Alumnus
Zoey’s dog sister)
-Taina Connell

Lenny Petit jean
-James and Nancie
Crawford
-Anita Petitjean

Mari lyn Johnson
-Lori Bossman, Marilyn
Cerny, Will Johnson, Jennifer
Kuznetzow, Link Simulation
and Training, Howard
Neidig, Brent Parrino, Sara,
Luisa and Enrico.

Mary Saupp
-Coleen Feece
-Lucinda Peters
-Garnet Tillesen

Max Herwig
-Jacqueline Herwig

Mike Clancy
-James and Susan Mikowski;
the Grimm Family, for all
the love you gave many
animals in need.

Mike Reynolds
-Pat Reynolds

In Loving Memory of the people
and animals we have lost:

are tended to by the inmates . The dogs are never alone . A inmate is with them constantly , 24-7! They take care of the
dogs every need . They help train the dogs . They feed them and groom them . They assist with the delivery if necessary

Mi l le r
-Gregory and Michele
Springer

Nick Dallavalle
-Victoria Hollister

Ophe l i a
-Courtney Bronston

Ph o ebe
-Ronald and Susan Kittleson

Rio, my shadow
-Stephen and April Coleman

Ruth Church
-Sharon Tritt, Sheilagh
O’Donovan

Tai Chi, Tanner, Yin &
Yan g
-Dennis and Linda Deptula

Ursu la Laubis
-Captain Kai and Weylin Laubis

Viv ian Gianropulos
-Melissa Abel

Will iam (Keo Aphay’s
beloved husband)
-Dana Monsky
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A big thank you!

Employees at Advantage Solutions in
Schaumburg had an animal fundraiser in
November and  HELP was one of the
charities they featured. 

The employees collected food, toys,
treats, towels, laundry detergent, animal
beds as well other supplies to donate.  On
top of the supplies donated they had a
mostaccoli lunch and raised $150 cash. 
Our foster animals had that much better of
a Christmas because of your generosity!

Not all volunteers can foster or transport
animals. Meet Marie & Robert Taylor. Marie
has been a client at the St. Charles Veterinary
clinic for many years. She has been making
scarves for dog and donating the proceeds
to non profit organizations. Marie makes
seasonal, holiday and some sport teams
scarves. They also recently adopted a cat,
renamed Tinsel, from HELP.
Thank you Taylors for giving Tinsel a
forever home, and helping our organization
with your scarf making.

HELP would like to thank Barb Zeiler.
Barb has donated many beds to the cats
and kittens that come in through our
fosters homes.
She sews each of these beds with love,
and the cats love them!! Barb has
donated to many things for shelter cats
all around  and has rescued cats herself.
All of our babies thank you, Barb, we
are very lucky to have your help.


